
Shaolin Kempo Karate Family Tree
(Detailed)

by Les Burton

The detailed Shaolin Kempo family tree to our school, shown below, is the best that I have been 
able to determine. I believe that this direct line to our school teaching Shaolin Kempo Karate is 
mostly complete. Grand Master James Mitose is considered to be the founding father of modern 
day Kempo/Kenpo.

Sakuhi Yoshita
(KOSHO-RYU KEMPO)

Japan

James Mitose
(KOSHO-RYU KEMPO)

Hawaii

Hoon Chow
(SHAOLIN KUNG-FU)

China

William K.S. Chow
(KARA-HO KEMPO)

Hawaii

Nick Cerio
(KENPO KARATE)

Victor (Sonny) Gascon
(Karazenpo Go Shinjutsu)

Jim Brassard
(Shaolin American Kempo)

James F. Wright
(Shaolin Kempo Studios 

of Self-Defense)

Jean Louis Arseneau
(Shaolin Kempo Studios 

of Self-Defense)

Allan Manganello
(Louisville Martial 

Arts Academy)

Rob McDowell
(Louisville Martial 

Arts Academy)

Adriano Emperado
(KAJUKENBO)

Fred Villari
(SHAOLIN KEMPO KARATE)

S. George Pesar
(Karazenpo Go Shinjutsu)


